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NEW LEADERSHIP AT DURHAM’S PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN  

Durham’s Partnership for Children welcomes Kate Irish as Executive Director  

DURHAM, N.C. – Durham’s Partnership for Children, a Smart Start Initiative, welcomes fresh 

leadership. The Partnership is pleased to announce that Kate Irish, MSW, an experienced early 

childhood leader, will join the organization as Executive Director beginning September 8, 2025.   

“We are pleased to have a strong leader who has worked with all areas of our agency,” said 

Rodney Jenkins, Vice Chair of the Partnership’s Board of Directors. “Kate brings with her 

extensive leadership skills both locally, statewide and nationally, a steady focus on the wellbeing 

of children, and a commitment to transforming the lives of families in our community.”  

Kate is an early childhood leader with 20+ years of experience in management, strategic 

planning, community collaboration, stakeholder engagement, evaluation and communications in 

public and philanthropic settings. Her early childhood systems building experience has included 

serving as a Subject Matter Expert in Family Engagement and Community Collaboration with 

the North Carolina Division of Child Development and Early Education, conducting a state 

policy landscape analysis; leading the sustainability planning for two federal grants, facilitating 

stakeholder feedback processes, and serving as an advisor to a communitywide, systems-building  

initiative.  

She has served as the Early Care and Education Program Officer with the North Carolina  

Partnership for Children, focused on statewide early care and education policy efforts. Before 



joining Smart Start at the state level, she was Program and Evaluation Director at Durham’s 

Partnership for Children for six years, where she managed Durham’s Smart Start, NC 

PreKindergarten and Early Head Start grants.  

Kate is a long-time Durham resident and mother of two children. She moved to North Carolina 

twenty years ago after starting her career in Washington, DC to attend graduate school and never 

wanted to leave. In her free time, she enjoys traveling with her family, hiking, walking, and yoga.  

“The Partnership is eager to welcome Kate to help us build upon 30 years of collaborative work 

in Durham,” said Meytal Barak, Secretary of the Partnership’s Board of Directors. “She brings a 

deep understanding of the experiences of young children and families and will be an 

inspirational leader as we continue to work toward long-term change and growth in the early 

childhood system.”  

  

About Durham’s Partnership for Children, a Smart Start Initiative  

First funded in 1995 to administer the Smart Start grant in Durham County, Durham’s 

Partnership for Children works as an independent, local nonprofit that serves young children 

birth to age 5 and their families under North Carolina's nationally recognized initiative to ensure 

all children enter school healthy and ready to succeed. For 30 years, the Partnership has helped 

working parents pay for child care, improved the quality of child care and provided health and 

family support services to thousands of Durham County families with young children.   

The Partnership also administers the NC Pre-K Program and collaborates with the Durham Pre-K 

Program serving more than 550 children and the Partnership’s Early Head Start programs serving 

Durham infants and toddlers. For more information, visit www.dpfc.net or call 919-403- 

6960.  
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