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The numbers do not lie.
Statistics from IBM’s 

Smarter Cities study, com-
missioned by Durham in 
2013, find there are more 
than 4,000 disconnected 
youth, defined as people 
between ages 16-24 who are 
neither working nor enrolled 
in school.

These young people rep-
resent lost workforce poten-
tial and extensive costs to the 
city of Durham, an estimated 
$600 million. As a result of 
the community’s recognition 

of this substantial crisis, over 
400 nonprofi ts have emerged 
to serve disconnected youth 
in some capacity — that is 10 
percent of the overall num-
ber of nonprofits registered 
in Durham County.

Carlton Koonce, work-
force development director of 
Partners for Youth Opportu-
nity, one of Durham’s youth-
based non-profits, acknowl-
edges both the assets and the 
gaps.

“Both the problem and the 
solutions are clearly defi ned 
in Durham,” he says. “What 
we lack is better coordina-

tion. ReCity has emerged to 
help link what our ‘opportuni-
ty youth’ need with what our 

community has to offer.”
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ReCity ready to help Durham 
young people and nonpro� ts

BY JULIE WELLS
PARTNERS FOR YOUTH OPPORTUNITY

DURHAM — Children in 
Durham gather around their 
classroom tables with paint, 
crayons, tissue paper, mark-
ers, feathers, and an assort-
ment of other materials.

A 1-year-old dips his hands 
in paint, feeling the cool liq-
uid and delighting in the blue 
and purple streaks that appear 
when he touches the paper. A 
3-year-old thoughtfully selects 
small bits of tissue paper and 
glues them to her paper to 
represent the scene in her 
imagination. A 5-year-old uses 
his favorite crayons to draw a 
vibrant array of fl owers, asks 
his teacher to help label his 
creation and signs his name.

Children develop creativ-
ity, social skills, language 
and literacy, and fine motor 
skills with art projects where 
they can make choices, use 
their imaginations, express 
themselves and create with 
their hands. Recently, more 
than 200 young artists, ages 
5 months to 5 years old, had 
a chance to put all of those 
skills to use during Durham’s 
Par tnership for Children’s 
(the Partnership) Week of the 
Young Child Poster Contest!

Week of the Young Child 
(WOYC), which takes place 
April 10-16, is an annual event 
celebrating early learning, 
young children, their teachers 
and families, and the organiza-
tions that support them. The 
Poster Contest is one of many 
ways that the Partnership is 
celebrating WOYC this year.

Partnership staff and board 
of directors served as judges 
for the Poster Contest and 
selected a winner from each 
age group. The 2016 Poster 
Contest winners are: Joshua 
Rodriguez (5 months) from 
Primary Colors Early Learn-
ing Center; Jahsiah Morgan 
(2) and Andria Glenn (3) from 
Toddlers Academy; Jacque-
line Alvarez (4) from Durham 
Head Start at Seminary; and 
Grant Gibble (5) from Prima-
ry Colors Early Learning Cen-
ter. The winners all received 
a library of brand new books 
and will have their artwork 
on display at Northgate Mall 
this month. Congratulations to 
these talented young artists!

The Partnership is also cel-
ebrating WOYC with a vari-
ety of activities throughout 
the week. Both the Durham 
City Council and the Durham 
County Board of County Com-
missioners will recognize the 
WOYC celebration with proc-
lamations on April 4 and April 
11, respectively. Volunteers
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Week of the 
Young Child 

celebrates 
youngest 
learners

BY ELAINE ERTESCHIK
 DURHAM’S PARTNERSHIP FOR CHILDREN

Who is the greatest athlete 
in Duke University sports 
history?

Might it be Clarence “Ace” 
Parker, who played baseball, football 
and basketball at Duke before going 
on to be the Most Valuable Player in 
the NFL in 1940 and hitting a home 
run in his very fi rst at bat as a major 
league baseball player?

Dick Groat would have to be 
in anybody’s discussion about the 
best Duke athlete ever, as he was 
an outstanding basketball and 

baseball player. Groat averaged 26 
points, 7 rebounds and 7 assists 
per game in his senior season in 
1951-52. In baseball he led the Blue 
Devils to the College World Series. 
Groat averaged 12 points a game in 
his rookie season in the NBA with 
the Fort Wayne Pistons, but it was 
in major league baseball that he 
really left his mark. He won a Most 
Valuable Player award and was on 
two World Series winning teams.

Another name that absolutely 
has to be in the discussion for 
best Duke athlete ever is Dave 
Sime, who passed away on Jan. 

12 of this year. Sime grew up in 
New Jersey and received his fi rst 
national publicity at the young age 
of 13 when he won a speed-skating 
contest at Madison Square 
Garden in New York City. This 
accomplishment made the front 
page of the New York Daily News.
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Sime lived ‘life with the accelerator touching the � oor’
BY LEWIS BOWLING

CONTRIBUTOR

Duke Track Coach Bob Chambers 
holds a stopwatch standing 

beside Dave Sime.
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Artist Cornelio Compos’ 
papers represent a milestone 
for the North Carolina Col-
lection — they are the fi rst 
collection from Durham’s 
Hispanic community. They 
are also unique in how they 
came to be in the collection.

The “Learning from Art-
ists’ Archives” program 
(www.artiststudioarchives.
org), funded by the federal 
government’s Institute for 

Museum and Library Servic-
es, brings together students, 
artists, museum and library 
professionals, and art histo-
rians to collaborate on ways 
for self-taught North Caro-
lina artists to preserve their 
materials. Colin Post, stu-
dent in the School of Infor-
mation and Library Science 
at UNC-Chapel Hill, received 
a fellowship from the pro-
gram to work with an artist,
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Artist Campos’ papers fi rst 
from Hispanic community

BY LYNN RICHARDSON
DURHAM COUNTY LIBRARY

Submitted photo
Cornelio Campos is pictured with his son, Tristan Smith Campos, in front of a Cornelio Campos painting.

MORE ABOUT RECITY PARTNERS
For more information about how to get involved as a 

youth, nonpro� t, business or faith group, or to take a tour of 
the the Triangle’s � rst mission-incubator space, contact Rob 
Shields at rob@recitynetwork.org. ReCity Partners are: Agape 
Lawn Company, DurhamCares, DurhamConnects, Durham 
Upholstery, The Go To Crew, Grace Park Church, The Helius 
Foundation, Kramden Institute, Partners for Youth Opportunity, 
ProjectBuild, REAL Durham, Second Chance Outreach, StepUp 
Durham, The Summit Church, Triangle Literacy Council, United 
Way of the Greater Triangle, The Volunteer Center.

TREASURES OF THE DURHAM COUNTY LIBRARY’S NORTH CAROLINA COLLECTION

ABOUT THE LIBRARY
Each month this column features Durham-history-related 

items that have been donated to the North Carolina Collection. 
This month it’s a collection of materials donated by Cornelio 
Campos related to his life and work as an artist. These treasures 
are available to you for your research and enjoyment. If you 
are interested in seeing these or other items, visit the North 
Carolina Room at the Durham County Main Library, 300 N. 
Roxboro Street. For a full list of photos, papers, and other items 
available, go to this link: http://durhamcountylibrary.org/ncc/. 
Questions? Contact librarian Lynn Richardson, lrichard@dconc.
gov, 919 560-0171.
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TANDY-STRICKLAND 
HOUSE, 1920

117 WEST 
SEEMAN STREET
D U R H A M  — 

Tucked into the middle 
o f  “Bungalow Row” 
along the south side of 
West Seeman Street, 
the Tandy-Strickland 
House is a testament to 
the value of fi ne mate-
rials, solid craftsman-
ship, and a legacy of 
residency throughout a 
home’s history.

Built in 1920 by the 
Seeman family,  who 
developed the block 
between 1915 and 1922, 
this home has seen 14 
dif ferent homeowners 
over the years, yet it is 
ever y bit as attractive 
as it would have been 
when the first owners 
arrived at its wide, wel-
coming front door.

H e n r y  E .  S e e -
man and his wife Bet-
t ie Albright Seeman 
came to Durham from 
G r e e n s b o r o  i n  t h e 
1880s and settled into 
a large home and prop-
er ty (now 112 West 
Seeman Street) just 
nor th of  downtown. 
Henr y tra ined as  a 
printer and a carriage 
maker,  establ ishing 
the Seeman Printery in 
Durham. He was also 
involved in the Durham 
C a r r i a g e  C o m p a n y 
with his brother John.

George W. and Elsie 
Lloyd Tandy, the origi-
nal owners of 117 West 
Seeman,  pur chased 
the house in Febr u-
ar y 1920. George was 
general  manager at 
A. E. Lloyd and Co., 
a downtown Durham 
hardware and spor t-
ing goods firm. Elsie, 
whose father had start-
ed the business, served 
as the store’s secre-
tary and was the soci-
ety editor of The Dur-
ham Sun. The Tandys, 
recently married and 
both college-educated, 
were a young, modern 
couple attracted to the 
easy-going bungalow 
lifestyle.

Much  about  th i s 
bungalow conforms to 
a near-textbook defi ni-
tion of the style. The 
structure is one-stor y 
with a  cross-gabled 
roof, deep eaves and 
projecting brackets. Its 
small scale fits seam-
lessly  into the sur -
roundings ,  and the 

porch is deeply shad-
ed with heavy post 
designs. The wide front 
door emphasizes the 
horizontal  nature of 
the design, relating the 
structure to the land-
scape surrounding it. 
Bungalows feature a 
preponderance of win-
dows that are certainly 
a predominant feature 
of 117 West Seeman, 
including several case-
ment  windows wi th 
mult ip le  l ights  that 
open inward to let in 
the breeze.

This bungalow and 
its neighbor at 113 West 
Seeman depar t some-
what from typical deriv-
atives of the style in 
the imaginative detail-
ing of their rooflines, 
which reference Asian 
temple architecture in 
the accented peaking of 
their gables and over-
sized hammer brackets. 
Many artists and archi-
tects working at this 
time, including Frank 
Lloyd Wright ,  were 
infl uenced by Japanese 
prints and architecture.

The interior plan of 
the house conforms 
to that of the quintes-
sential American bun-
galow, characterized 
by an ef f ic ient  use 
of space and an open 
layout. Woodwork is 
strongly featured, as is 
permanent furniture. 
In the living room, the 
f i r ep lace  ing lenook 
with built - in seating 
and cabinetr y is the 
most significant fea-
ture, addressing the 
impor tance of hear th 
and home. The expres-
sive cur ved frame of 
the nook also suggests 
an Asian infl uence.

A bookcase colon-
nade par tially divides 
the l iv ing area into 
a main parlor and a 
music room, featuring 
a piano wall marked 
by a  ra ised row of 
w i n d o w s  d e s i g n e d 
to  accommodate  an 
upright piano, the peri-
od’s symbol of culture. 
In nearly 100 years, 
however, the fl oor plan 
remains quite near to 
how it was when built.

The owners with the 
longest tenure in the 
house were Maxine and 
Otho Strickland who 
moved in during 1947, 
purchased the home in 
1950, and resided there 
for another 31 years. In 
1981, a widowed Max-
ine sold the house to a 
young couple, Bill and 
Virginia Ellen Phillips. 
They under took an 
extensive restoration 
of the house, and Bill 
wrote movingly about 
this experience and his 
love for the bungalow in 
the magazine American 
Bungalow 32 (Winter 
2001). One can read the 
ar ticle, “A Bungalow’s 
Mission,” and see res-
toration photos at www.
opendurham.com.

The current owner’s 
kinship with the home 
is evident throughout 
the space. Her Stickley 
furniture, art glass and 
Craftsman-style lamps 
were al l  made with 
the bungalow in mind. 
Her choice of  r ich, 
warm ear th tones for 
wall color reflect the 

taste of bungalow pro-
ponents 100 years ago 
who sought to bring 
the outdoors in.

The functional space 
a n d  n e i g h b o r h o o d 

fit her lifestyle, just 
as they fit the home’s 
first owners so many 
years ago, and reveal 
why Bungalow Row has 
never gone out of style.

Seeman Street’s ‘bungalow row’ hasn’t gone out of style
PRESERVATION DURHAM
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will support early literacy by 
reading to young children in 
classrooms throughout Dur-
ham as part of a special state-
wide NC Pre-K activity and 
our ongoing Readers as Lead-
ers program. Rising kinder-
gartners will tour their new 
school and meet future class-

mates at Blast Off to Kinder-
garten events at Durham ele-
mentary schools.

On April 17, the Exchange 
Family Center will host the 
Pinwheels for Prevention 
Family Fun Day at Wheels 
Fun Park in celebration of 
both WOYC and Child Abuse 
Prevention Month. The Part-
nership and Child Care Ser-
vices Association have also 
sponsored a pinwheel gar-
den at their of fices at 1201 

S. Briggs Avenue to support 
Prevent Child Abuse NC’s 
efforts.

There are only 2,000 days 
between the time a baby is 
born and the time that child 
enters kindergarten. WOYC 
is an opportunity for the Dur-
ham community to support 
all young children during that 
critical time and recognize 
that the early years are learn-
ing years. Take some time 
during Week of the Young 

Child, and all year round, to 
support early learning initia-
tives, thank teachers who 
work with our children, vol-
unteer to help children get 
ready for school, and advo-
cate for public policies that 
benefi t all young children.

To lear n more about 
WOYC events, volunteer 
opportunities, and efforts to 
support early care and educa-
tion in Durham, please visit 
www.dpfc.net.

Elaine Erteschik is 
communications manager for 
Durham’s Partnership for Children. 
The partnership leads community 
strategies for children birth-5 and 
their families to ensure that every 
child in Durham enters school 
healthy and ready to succeed. 
We administer Smart Start, NC 
Pre-K, Early Head Start, and 
community-based programs that 
promote healthy development 
and learning and enhance access 
to high quality care.

LEARNERS
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Built in 1920 by the Seeman family, who developed the block between 1915 and 1922, this home at 117 W. Seeman Street has seen 14 dif-
ferent homeowners over the years.

ABOUT THE TOUR
The 2016 Preservation Durham Annual Home 

Tour will be the 20th anniversary tour.
Bull City Bungalow Days events will kick o�  with a 

lecture April 20 by Myrick Howard, executive director 
of Preservation North Carolina. The lecture will be 
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Temple Building, 302 
W. Main St. in downtown Durham. It is open to the 
public.

The tour will be April 23- 24 from noon to 4 
p.m. each day. Tickets can be purchased on the 
Preservation Durham website, at the Regulator 
Bookshop, at Morgan Imports, at Letters Bookshop, 
at Bull Street Gourmet and Market and on North 
Carolina Modernist Homes website. Ticket prices will 
be $21.50 in advance, $26.88 on the days of the tour, 
and $10.75 for docents and students. Ticket prices 
include NC sales tax.

Headquarters to pick up or purchase tickets on 
the day of the tour will be at Geer Street Garden, 
at the intersection of Foster and Geer streets. This 
year, tour attendees who purchase tickets from the 
Regulator, Morgan Imports, Letters or Bull Street 
Gourmet can pick up their tour book at either the 
headquarters location or at individual homes on the 
tour. Tickets purchased online will require picking 
up tour books at the headquarters location. Tickets 
on the day of the tour can only be purchased at the 
headquarters location.

Volunteers for docents and site captains are 
needed for the tour, as well as assistance for day of 
logistics.

Much about this bungalow conforms to a near-textbook de� nition of 
the style. The structure is one-story with a cross-gabled roof, deep 
eaves and projecting brackets. Its small scale � ts seamlessly into the 
surroundings, and the porch is deeply shaded with heavy post 
designs. The wide front door emphasizes the horizontal nature of the 
design, relating the structure to the landscape surrounding it. 




