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Durham’s Partnership for Children and Durham Public Schools co-host Durham’s
2nd Annual Kindergarten Registration Week March 19th–24th
Durham, NC – Durham’s Partnership for Children (the Partnership), a Smart Start Initiative, and Durham
Public Schools (DPS) are co-hosting Durham’s 2nd Annual Kindergarten Registration Week, March 19th-24th. This
community-wide effort is part of Durham’s Transition to Kindergarten (TTK) Initiative, a collaborative project of
the Partnership and DPS that prepares children, families and schools for a successful entrance into kindergarten from
pre-school or home settings.
Entering kindergarten is one of the most significant events that a young child experiences. It sets the tone for his or
her educational experience for many years to come and lays the foundation for future success in school and life. A
smooth transition to kindergarten is a shared responsibility among many individuals and organizations, and
Kindergarten Registration Week mobilizes the community around the needs of Durham’s youngest learners.
“A critical first step for a smooth transition to kindergarten is an easy and early enrollment,” says Partnership
Executive Director Laura Benson. “We know from extensive research that attendance on the first day has a huge
impact on a child's entire educational career, and early enrollment allows schools and teachers to prepare for their
incoming classes. With Kindergarten Registration Week, we will increase the number of children registered early,
and then engage those families in special events throughout the spring and summer. Our goal is to have high
attendance on the first day of school in August with informed parents, prepared teachers, and happy, excited
children!"
Registration packets are ready to be distributed to parents with all of the information and forms they need to ease the
process of registering for school. During last year’s inaugural Kindergarten Registration Week, nearly 1,725
registration packets were distributed to parents of rising kindergartners in child care centers and DPS classrooms, as
well as to families throughout the community at local businesses and agencies. The same multi-pronged approach
will be utilized this year, with approximately 150 volunteers stationed at participating businesses and agencies
throughout the week, including: Compare Foods, Durham County Department of Public Health, Durham County
Library, Kroger, La Superior, Northgate Mall, and Walmart.
Kindergarten registration at DPS is ongoing, but this unified, focused week offers all sectors of the community an
opportunity to be involved in the important work of preparing children for school. To learn more about Kindergarten
Registration Week, March 19th-24th, and to find out how to volunteer, visit www.durhamgoestokindergarten.com.
A Kindergarten Registration Celebration on March 24th will serve as the culmination of the week, allowing parents
to complete the registration process, learn more about DPS, and schedule Kindergarten Health Assessment
appointments at the event. Families will also enjoy food trucks, games, crafts with the Scrap Exchange, the Durham
County Library Bookmobile, a fire truck and representatives from the Durham Fire Department, prizes, and more
fun activities.
WHAT:

Kindergarten Registration Celebration

WHERE:

Hillside High School
3727 Fayetteville Rd, Durham 27707

WHEN:

Thursday, March 24th, 2016
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm

About Durham Public Schools – One vision. One Durham.
Durham Public Schools is one of the ten largest school districts in the state, serving some 34,000 students through
54 school choices. Learn more about the district’s schools and students at www.dpsnc.net.
About Durham’s Partnership for Children – Preparing our children to succeed.
Founded in 1994 and first funded in 1995 to administer the Smart Start grant in Durham County, the Partnership
works as an independent, local nonprofit that serves young children birth to age 5 and their families to ensure that all
children enter school healthy and ready to succeed. For 20 years, the Partnership has helped parents pay for child
care, improved the quality of child care and provided health and family support services to thousands of Durham
County families with young children. The Partnership leverages the public and private sectors to achieve its mission:
To ensure every child in Durham enters school ready to succeed, we lead community strategies for children birth to
5 and their families that promote healthy development and learning and enhance access to high quality care. The
Partnership administers Smart Start, NC Pre-K, and Early Head Start in Durham County. For more information
about the Partnership, visit www.dpfc.net or call 919-403-6960, ext. 221.

