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B Development Day Cen-
ter Program: www.ncpublic-
schools.org/ec/funding/ddec.

B Group Home/Foster Home:
www.ncpublicschools.org/ec/
funding/gfh.

B Risk Pool (IDEA) Program
Report Code (PRC 114): www.
ncpublicschools.org/ec/fund-
ing/riskpool.

Hillside’s Cousin

serves in N.C. Senate

Kevin Shaquille Cousin of
Hillside High served as a page
during the past North Carolina
Senate session. Cousin, the
son of John and Pamela Davis
of Durham, was sponsored by
]S::;: Floyd McKissick, D-Dur-

DSA grad Baroff on

Rochester dean’s list

‘Daniel Arthur Baroff, a

freshman majoring in studio
arts at the University of Roch-

ester in Rochester, N.Y., was,

named to the dean’s list for
the spring semester. Baroff is
the son of Adrienne and Ken
Baroff and a Durham School of
the Arts graduate.
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Working for 15 years to

support early literacy

BY MARSHA BASLOE
Durham Partnership for Children

DURHAM — Traditional school
starts this week and hundreds
of Durham County kinder-
garteners walk through the
school doors for the first time.

‘While this is a monumental

moment for parents and care-
givers, it's also important for
our entire Durham commu-
nity that children arrive to
school ready to learn. '
Durham’s Partnership for
Children, the early childhood

system builder in Durham

County, has worked to devel-
op collaborative approaches
to prepare young children for
success in school and life and
early literacy has been one
important strategic focus.

* Over the past 15 years, the
Partnership has worked with
funded partners such as El
Centro Hispano's Family Sup-
port Program, Durham Coun-
ty Cooperative Extension's
Welcome Baby Resource
Center, and Healthy Families
Durham, and various others,
to liver evidence-based

programs that support fam-
ily literacy practices. The
Partnership has also coordi-

nated efforts with the Dur

ham County Library and the
Durham Literacy Center to
seek early literacy grants to
support families with young
children. "

So what is early literacy
and why is regular exposure
to age-appropriate books so
important for young children?
Developing literacy skills be-
gins at birth through everyday
loving intereactions such as
sharing books, singing songs,
and telling stories. Even ear-
ly drawing and painting and
picking up things serve a pur-
pose, that of developing the
hand muscles and coordina-
tion needed for learning how
to write.

Research tells us that chil-
dren with limited exposure to
daily conversations are most
at-risk for reading failure
while children who have had
regular exposure to daily con-
versations and books excel
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‘OCTET” PAINTINGS, PERFORMANCE
AND VIDEO INSTALLATION

The Skylight Gallery of the
Hillsborough Artists Coop-
erative will present “Octet,” a
group show of paintings, video
installation and performance
Friday from 6-9 p.m. during
Hillsborough's Last Friday
events. Parfitipating artists

will be Jayne Bomberg, Tom
Guthrie, Andrea DeGette,
Reba Watson, Jennifer Miller,
Jacquelin Liggins, Michael
Brown and Steven Brouillard.
Skylight Gallery is at 102 W.
King Street. For information,
call 644-8637.
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once they enter school.
Adults—parents,
grandparents and taach-
ers—play a powerful role
in preparing young chil-
dren for future school
success and in becoming
self-confident and: mo-
tivated learners. When
we talk about the ac-
tion in stories, ask ques-
tions about the story, and
model reading for young
children, we are instilling
a lifelong love of reading
while building language

and vocabulary skills.

By building public
awareness for early liter-
acy, training early child-

-hood educators to incor-

porate early literacy best
practices, *  supporting
funded partners that de-
liver top-notch programs
to families, and collabo-
rating with businesses to
participate in early liter-
acy events, the Partner-
ship is working to ensure
all Durham County chil-
dren will arrive at sc¢hool
healthy and ready to suc-
ceed.

Just as . parents are
hopeful for their chil-

dren’s future as they
walk their kindergarten-

" ers to the school bus for

the first time, Durham’s
Partnership for Children
ig" also" hopeful multiple:

strategies like those ad- |.
dressing: “mly hteracy ¢ §

will help reap-long-term*
benefits inf shaping' Dur<'
ham’s future success.

Marsha Basloe istluiucutivu.- b

director of Durham's Partner- | '

. ship for Children. She canbe |
reached at marsha®dpfe.net. |:
lla'Tl'lilltltl'l'lﬂnt:nl::r-n:l‘.':lri"'llll’l‘lv\':ili
_published in Schools and More
~_on the fourth Tuesday each
}.nﬁnt]'linﬂthbrlﬂonofﬂu

W‘Iith Anniv-mry

|l"'

*‘#3;71’.




	Scan0016
	Scan0017

