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Daycare dollars
and sense

£t's figure nut the child
care prohlem.

The Kellogg Founda-
tion funded a 2004 report,
“The Economic Impact of
the Child Care Industry in
North Carolina” that high-
lighted statistics that should
makeeconomicdevelopment
leaders and business cwners
sit up and take notice:

tZ In North Carolina, cne
in 10 workers has a child un-
der the age of 6, and abou: a
quarter of the wnscheduled
absences in every industry
are related to child care
needs.

7 Employee turnover
costs about 1.5 times an em-
ployee’s salary, but employ-
ees who reccive child care
benefits are half as likely to
leave their jobs.

& And child care is big
husiness of its own, generat-
ing §1.5 biltion in Nerth Car-
olina each year and provid-
ing more than 46,000 jobs.

Child care iz a critical is-
sue, not just for families,
but commmunities and their
economic well-being.

There is a particularly
pervasive argument that
suggests one parent should
stay home to offset the syi-
raling cost of child wurc
— which, because of regu-
lations and operating costs,
often exceeds the cost of un-
dergraduate tuition at state
universities.

Because it is often the
mother who is encouraged or
expected to stay home, child
care has often been treated
as a matter of choice, an
expense and industry that
serves middle income ca-
recrists.

That's & fallacy. For single
and low-earning parents
who cannot  sacrifice in-
come, child care is a neces-
sity. Even in homes where a
single parvent's salary goes
entirely or in large part to
<hild care costs, the expense
Is offset by the need for par-
ents to stay al work in order
1o remain empieyable and

increase their exrnings over

-a lifetime -- sarnings that

wilt be needed to pay for the
college tuition on the other
end of the spectrum

Child earg jsn't a pink gol-
lar issue and it has to comc
off of the back burner for
Both the city and the state,

We can start in downtown
Durham.

‘The city center has some
limitations: For-day cares to
get a five-star rating, they
need easily monitored play
yards, for starters.

But the opportunities far
outstrip the challenges.

Right now, abour 14,000
people work in that part of
town, a number that Down-
tewn Durham Inc. and the
city are working hard to
increase. If one in 10 has a
child under 6, that's a pool
of 1,400 chiidren, five times
more than can be accomumie-
duted by the 274 slots avail-
able at the three area day
care centers.

The business opportunity
couldn't be mare clear if it
came with a carnival bark-
T.

And, in fact, it does. The
major players in downtown
Durbam ~— DDI and the
Greater  Durham  Cham-
ber of Commerce — have
teamed up with the Durham
Partnership for Young Chil-
dren to advocate for down-
town child care.

Earlier this month, a sur
vey of downtown workers
showed that 75 percem of
workers want  childcare
that’s close to their offices,
not close to their homes,
and they would (at least
hypothetically) pay more
1o acceas it. When yvou con-
sider the fact that the aver-
ape, two-child family pays
$12,445 for child care each
year, the financials start to
make their owm avgument.

We urge the city pl
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Substantial solutions

Attemipted 1o digest J, Al-
bnghl 's letter of gripe, snivel-
ing cormplaint and standard
lefrist “blame Bush" rhetotic
over breakfast. Tough job!
Almost lost it alll When my
kids whithpered about obe
of life’s frequent downers I
calied them “whineybutts,”

& term readily applicadle o
Albright.

A rebuttal: Wake up and
smell the coffee, Albright|
You deseribe Palin's bestsell-
er ux o hack job of blaming,
others while the very essence
of your letter is a combina-
tion of blaming and ridicul-
ing other sincere Americans,
even corhparing thew to the
Klan. Shame oo you!

It’s time for non-party ef-
fert. Time to work together!
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The Obama administration
(with Congress) is now totally
in charge of an agenda of con-
tinupus failure. The president,
a quick study, should readily
conclude that a charismatic
persanality is insufficient to
heal Ametica's present dis-
ease of wild spending, Gacal
irresponsibility and growiag
government — all m leaps and
bounds. Whers are the adulis?
Where are the solutions?
‘Where are the ideas with real
suhstance? Smnething all the
peaple, including patrictic Tea
Party Americans, can resdily
identify, enderstand and ac-
copt. Not some pie-in-the-sky
misconception of a change-or-
be-damned Anierica. Obama's
cratery skill alone can't pull
itoff. It will take real frcal
respansibility and a re-ap-
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plication of formerly applied
economic remedies that
actually work. First order of
presidential business: 2o no
barm! Second arder: Place
your trusr io the reople — ool
self-serving politicions. Lel’s
get this ship under way be-
fore we all sink!

ERNIE WENDELL

Curham
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The Dems’ dependency agenda

nly iwo things are
1] infinite — the expand-
ng universe and

Democrats’ hostility to the
District of Columbia's schnol
choice Drogram.
Killing this small
progras, which
Ay curreutly bensfits

" 1,300 mostly poor
and minority
children, is odious
and indicative. It
is a small piece of
something large
— the Dremocrats’
dependency
agendn, which aims to multi-
ply the ways Americans are
degendent on government.

Demaocrats, in their canjne
devation to eachers unions.

The governtnent dependency agenda
is progressive education for children
of all ages, meaning all ages treated as
chiidren.

people who growup assuming
thae dependency an govern-
maent health care is pormal.

Wany Democrats favor —
as Barack Obaua did in 2003
w3 "single-payer” heaith
insurance system, which
means oniversal dependency
T government.

The “public option” insur-
anee proposal was to be a step
toward that. So was the pro-
posed “alternative” of making
55- 1o 6d-year-ulds eligible
for Medicare. Both of these

department and counci! to
work with economic stake-
holders and make rocm for
kids.

oppuse pour ehil-

dren to escape dependency
an even terrible gavermnent
Schools. Unions und thei
poudles suy school choice
siphous money [rom public
schools. But federal morey
funds D.C*s program, so kill-

multipliers will
be revived.

As will the Dlemacrats’
drive for " egis-

lerests ¢mbiace dependency
on collaborative governments
that seize property from less
wealthy people and 1ransfer
1t to thuse wealthy interests
who will pay more tes io
those governments.

Many Denwcrats, opposing
the Suprems Court, advocate
newr campaign (inence “re-
furms™ that will further em-

* POWET GOVEINIient to regulate

the quantity, Liming and con-
tent of speech about govera-
ment. Otherwise voters will
hear more sech speech than
government considers good
for them. Such paternalism

lation that would empewer
government (courts) to shred
mortgage coniracis, therehy
raaking borrowera peger

is Dl’Dgl’eSElVliﬂlS
oldest tradition.

A cennury ago, Herbert Cro-
Iy published “The Promise of
Amcncun Llfe " & book — still
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