Dear ___________________________:                            

My name is __________________ I live at __________________________.  

As a business person, I have come to view Durham’s Partnership for Children as more than a young children’s initiative― it is also an important economic development initiative.

Because of the Smart Start grant in Durham County, we are able to ensure an early childhood system that begins at birth. Investors and businesses know that the availability and affordability of child care are important factors to ensuring a reliable workforce.

I urge you to continue your support for Durham’s early childhood system by making sure there are no funding cuts for these vital services to young children. During a weakened economy is the wrong time to dump the state’s best earning stock―early care and education that supports infants to children age 5. The economic future of our county demands an educated workforce. Smart Start ensures that our children are ready for success, now and in the future.

Sincerely,

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dear ___________________________:                            

My name is __________________ I live at __________________________. 

On behalf of Durham’s Partnership for Children, a Smart Start Initiative, I want to thank you for your support - especially during this difficult budget year!

Durham’s Partnership makes sure that Smart Start funds are used wisely and responsibly to provide vital services for Durham County young children and their families. Smart Start is the most accountable program in North Carolina. Independent evaluations of Smart Start show it is working!
We urge you not to cut these vital services to young children. Legislators, like you, must focus on maintaining and enhancing services to vulnerable young children and their families and address the needs of an increasing number of families who will be impacted by the recession, loss of jobs, and extended periods of unemployment. Thank you for your continued support. Please don’t reverse the progress Durham’s Partnership for Children has made.

Sincerely,

Dear ___________________________:                            

My name is __________________ I live at __________________________. 

As a parent, I am impressed with the contribution that Durham’s Partnership for Children has made to better the lives of children in Durham County. 

From improving the quality of child care to ensuring our children arrive at school ready to succeed, our Smart Start funded programs have impacted our community.  Because of Smart Start, more people are able to work and teachers are able to teach due to fewer discipline problems. Child care is available, affordable and higher quality.

We urge you not to cut these vital services to young children. Legislators, like you, must focus on maintaining and enhancing services to vulnerable young children and their families and address the needs of an increasing number of families who will be impacted by the recession, loss of jobs, and extended periods of unemployment. Thank you for your continued support. Please don’t reverse the progress Durham’s Partnership for Children has made.

Sincerely,

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear ___________________________:                            

My name is __________________ I live at __________________________. 

Durham’s Partnership for Children is making a difference in Durham County. With Smart Start, I have been able to improve the quality of child care at my facility.  The TEACH® and WAGE$ programs have helped me to hire and retain dedicated child care professionals that help to prepare young children for success in school. 

Also, Reimbursements for subsidized child care enable me to offer high-quality early care and education services to low-income working families, helping them maintain their employment and give their children high-quality educational experiences.

I urge you to continue your support for Durham’s early childhood system by making sure there are no funding cuts for these vital services to young children. During a weakened economy is the wrong time to dump the state’s best earning stock―early care and education that supports infants to children age 5. The economic future of our county demands an educated workforce. Smart Start ensures that our children are ready for success, now and in the future.

Sincerely,







