Date

The Honorable _______________________

North Carolina State Senate/House of Representatives

North Carolina General Assembly

Raleigh, NC 27601-1096

Dear Representative/Senator ___________________:

It is the wrong time to dump the state’s best earning stock―early care and education― during a weakened economy. Cutting vital Smart Start funded services to children birth to age 5 is a huge distraction during a fiscal crisis, taking focus away from other early childhood issues.
As you know, Durham’s early childhood system―Durham’s Partnership for Children― improves the quality of child care, provides essential support programs to families with young children and helps young children with health and behavioral challenges.

Smart Start has brought national acclaim to North Carolina. It is making a positive difference. Legislators, like you, must focus on maintaining and enhancing services to vulnerable young children and their families and address the needs of increasing number of families who will be impacted by the recession, loss of jobs, and extended periods of unemployment.  
As a constituent and individual/organization concerned in building our community, we are asking you not to support a results-based, proven comprehensive system that has helped to close the preparation gap in Durham County. Thank you for your continued support. Please don’t reverse the progress Durham’s Partnership for Children has made.

The future vitality of our local and state economies depends on a pipeline of competent, talented workers that are educated beginning in the early years. 
Sincerely,
